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I edmund ta-
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As long as a year before the land office at Jefifel'sonville
was established, an Alexander Balmain of Winebentitr, Virginia,
wrote to Secretary of State Madlson recommendirls !llajor Edmund
Taylor for an appointment. Tﬁe grandiose mannsr :f present-
ing the good pointe of his charaeter are charger.enletice of
many simllar letters:

Honest, virtuous, modest, and eapable) i)
he sgerved his country as a lieutenant undsi :}
General Wayne in several campalgns agalnsts ;i
the Indiane, and distingulshed himself, aes 1
a good, and brave officer in some of the ' ' !
bloodlest aetione of that dangerous warferi:
« « +1 need not pay to you, 8ir, that hie : !
famlly 1e numeroue and influential in vir- -
ginla and Kentucky, and that his connectlons
are the firm frienda of Mr. Jefferson and

youraelf.l
Publie service, influential friends, political prestige,

all went into insuring appointments to offices.



