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Compiler’s abstract: 
In May 1840 the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania ruled on a case from Dauphin county 
court of common pleas.  Alter, Taylor and Dewey had apparently sued Henry C. 
Berghaus as a co-promiser for Doctor George H. Berghaus.  Henry is identified as the 
father of George.  Henry gave a promissory note made in Philadelphia 4 February 1836 
for $2000 for debts incurred in twelve months. The Supreme Court ruled, in favor of 
Henry Berghaus, that the promissory note made in 1836 did not secure George's debts 
incurred after one year later.  The case summary does not describe all the business 
transactions, but does show that George Berghaus made payments to Alter, Taylor and 
Dewey of $500 7 Nov 1834, $54 20 December 1836, and $1200 18 March 1837, and also 
that they shipped him champagne 29 March 1837. 
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