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Compiler’s abstract: 
In May 1839 the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania ruled on a case from Dauphin county 
court of common pleas.  Alter, Taylor and Dewey had apparently sued George H. 
Berghaus in the court of common pleas for payment of goods purchased and delivered.  
The evidence presented was the books of account, in the handwriting of partner Dewey.  
Dewey was in New Orleans and could not testify. The court of common pleas had held 
that Dewey's absence from the state was not sufficient reason to accept the books as 
evidence in place of Dewey's testimony.  The Supreme Court disagreed, ruling in favor of 
Alter, Taylor and Dewey. 
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