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Reports of cases argued and determined in the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, Vol. 6, 
May to September 1837, by Frederick Watts. Viewed on Google Books. 
 
Compiler’s abstract: 
In May 1837 the Pennsylvania Supreme Court ruled on a case brought from the Dauphin 
County court of Common Pleas.  It ruled in the favor of Charles L. Berghaus, finding that 
an old debt was beyond the statute of limitations, regardless of an attempt by a third party 
to present the debt 1 April 1835.  The debt of $104.80 was on a promissory note owed to 
Dr. Calhoun of Philadelphia for attending lectures.  The statute of limitations was six 
years, so the lectures would have occurred on or before 1829. 
 
The implication of the Supreme Court case summary is that Charles Berghaus had 
attended the lectures and was addressed as Dr. Berghaus by the third party attempting to 
collect the debt.  This is the only document found by this compiler refering to Charles as 
a doctor, introducing some doubt as to whether Charles might have promised to pay for 
his brother Henry's attending the Calhoun lectures.  This compiler has not seen the Court 
of Common Pleas records. 
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